
Consider Kickers

Problem: at the moment, in Showdown.php 2 or more 
players with the same hand do not produce the right 
winner. It simply returns the first one in the array.

Requirement: update showdown to consider the 
kickers of the player's hands and return the highest 
ranking hand based on the kickers.

Note: split pots are also not handled yet, this can be 
addressed later as the front-end will need to catch 
multiple winners and display accordingly.

Current Flow

Showdown.php

compileHands() returns array of 
WholeCard data for each 

continuing player with 
highestActiveCard

decideWinner() is called

foreach possible 
hand types it looks 
like I'm overwriting 

the 
playerHandsReset 

array each iteration, 
it's supposed to 

reset and retain all 
hands to be 

compared against 
each other with the 

highest rank of each 
type

If more than 1 player 
has that hand type

Yes identifyHighest...Type() is called

No, return player hand

Retain only the hands with either 
the highestActive Card out of 
the players or if they have both 

the highestActive card AND 
highest kicker - this is a spot 

where split pots could be 
identified, although maybe 

highest active is checked here 
only, then kickers are considered 

later in flow

Return player hands

Then only the first 
player hand in the 
playerHandsReset 
array is returned

Or if no rankings or 
kickers are 

considered, it simply 
returns the highest 

ranking hand of 
each player

Proposed Flow

Showdown.php

compileHands() returns array of 
WholeCard data for each 

continuing player with 
highestActiveCard

decideWinner() is called

foreach possible 
hand type

If more than 1 player 
has that hand type

Yes

identifyHighest...Type() is called 
and removes all hand of this type 

from all hands so they can be 
ranked

No, return player hand Retain only the hands with ONLY 
the highestActive Card out of 

the players

Return player hands

Add the highest 
kickered hand to 

$this->playerHands

If more than 1 player have the 
highestActiveCard, find out who 

has the highest kicker and 
arrange from highest to lowest

Return first (highest) in ranked hands array

Call highestRankedPlayerHand() 
which will then sort each 

playerHand by hand ranking and 
return the first (highest) hand - the 

winner

Key

An existing step to be improved

A solution/improvement step for the problem

Undecided/TBC

http://Showdown.php
http://Showdown.php
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